Chapter XXX
CONCLUSION

aim and object lias not been to write about the
religious side of the Catholic Church, or the present
Papacy. Naturally, the religious side has had to be
mentioned, but the world as a whole is not so much
interested in the religion of the Vatican, as in trying to
find out what the policy of the Vatican is and how it is
succeeding.
To the English-speaking world it has never seemed that
the Vatican was very important, yet the English-speaking
world numbers amongst its subjects many millions of
practising Catholics, and it includes in the British Empire
vast numbers of Oriental peoples, who infinitely prefer the
mysticism of the contemplative orders of the Catholic
Church to any other form of Christianity practised by their
White Rulers. The English-speaking world realises that
it cannot carry on to-day without active co-operation with
those other parts of the world where Catholicism has a
big influence.
I have tried to describe the conditions in each country,
as I have seen them, and how the Vatican attempts to fit in
its policies with the actual life of each nation. It should
be clear to all that the Vatican has an influence, but only a
limited influence, on, the political thought even of its own
clergy in countries far distant from Rome; and, consider-